
 
Executive Summary 
Turtleback Mountain Preserve was purchased in 2006 at a cost of $17.5 million. The 1,613-
acre natural area is the SJC Conservation Land Bank’s largest property; and its acquisition 
was made possible through partnership with the San Juan Preservation Trust (SJPT). The 
SJPT’s fundraising campaign raised $7.5 million and established an endowment fund that 
supports the Land Bank’s ongoing stewardship of the Preserve. In 2020, a private $2 
million donation to the Land Bank enabled the acquisition of 35.5 acres along the southern 
boundary, which extended the Preserve down to the shoreline of Massacre Bay.  
 
Public access and habitat management initiatives for Turtleback Mountain Preserve were 
first established in 2008. This stewardship and management plan (SMP) updates the 2008 
document in a variety of ways and describes the intended scope of ecological and public 
access projects for the next ten years.  
 
Stewardship actions will continue to focus on managing noxious weeds, promoting healthy, 
resilient forests, and protecting the Preserve’s many streams and wetlands. The following 
restoration goals and activities are proposed in this plan.  
 

• Stream Enhancement: replace undersized culverts to improve conveyance and 
sediment transport; and add downed wood to channels to slow flow and reduce 
scour.   

• Forest Management: thin high density stands to increase forest resilience to climate 
change and targeted roadside areas to reduce fire risk; and remove young, 
competing conifers from oak habitats.  

• Promote Biodiversity: increase standing and downed dead wood for habitat; and 
extend seeding and out-planting of native flora. 

 
Turtleback Mountain Preserve is a sizeable and diverse resource for outdoor enthusiasts. 
The following modest changes to the current public are proposed in this draft SMP.  
 

• New trails: develop a trail for those with limited mobility at the South Entrance; and 
construct a new, pedestrian-only trail within the new (2020) addition area. 



• Infrastructure improvements: remove a steep, eroding section of the southern 
access road and widen the nearby Morning Ridge trail; upgrade the South Entrance 
parking lot; and replace undersized culverts that compromise the road system and 
trails. 

• Hunting: hold public meetings to explore the possibility of allowing deer hunting in 
select, remote areas of the Preserve to maintain a healthy deer population and 
promote biodiversity.  


