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OVERVIEW  

Staff recently met for a half-day retreat, thanks to the organizing efforts of Aaron, Tanja, and 

Lincoln. Dialogue revolved around workflow for contracts and updates to the interim 

Stewardship and Management Plan (SMP). We know, that may not sound thrilling, but there 

were still several laughs to be shared. Several updates to the interim SMP were suggested to help 

‘stabilize’ recently acquired properties, create consistency among operations, manage public 

expectations and provide clear communication. Numerous staff will meet on-site of the 

Watmough addition next week and walk through the process.   

A grant proposal to support purchase of the Watmough addition and another one to support 

restoration activities at Cascade Creek are under preparation. Both of these applications will be 

directed to the WA Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB). Peter also provided a tour for 

Natural Resources Conservation Service staff and discussed grant-funding for restoration 

projects at several Orcas preserves.  

A recent JEDI committee meeting brought together members from Council, County Parks, and 

Environmental Stewardship. The inter-departmental group discussed potential training 

opportunities and how to advance the effort to establish government-to-government relationships 

with Tribes. Most agencies have an individual to act as an official liaison, and as it is now, at 

least a dozen different county employees solicit input on projects, small and large.   

Last, staff would like to extend a warm welcome to our new Commissioner, Mike Pickett. Thank 

you, in advance, for volunteering your time and energy to the acquisition and stewardship of 

public lands.   

 

 

 

 



OUTREACH 

Staff:  Tanja Williamson  

 

Events, events, events! Tanja continues to build this year’s calendar of activities even as 

birdwatching walks and beach clean-ups occur. The 2022 schedule is shaping up to provide 

ample educational and service-based opportunities across the districts. A few examples of 

educational outings are the Birding walk at Channel Preserve (Lopez, March), the Intertidal walk 

at Deadman Bay Preserve (SJI, July) and the Fungi, Forests and Salmon walk at Coho Preserve 

(Orcas, November). There’s also a Reimagining Gardening with Native and Near-Native Plants 

and the Naturalist Lunchbox series, which are expected to become new favorites. Activities that 

combine service and learning include walks to collect acorns and other local seeds, and work 

parties to plant golden paintbrush and other native wildflowers, pull noxious weeds, build trails, 

and clean up debris from the shorelines.  

This month, the communication sub-committee discussed appealing to different audiences, 

debunking myths and distinguishing ourselves. The current plan is to host a Spring Community 

Conversation, and one suggestion for a topic is to share how stewardship has evolved over the 

last 30 years. Tanja also generated press for the Great Backyard Bird Count and the Master 

Gardner Plant Sale.   

 

SALISH  SEEDS PROJECT NURSERY  

Staff:  Eliza Habegger 

Thousands of nursery-grown, native plugs recently made their way to Turtleback Mountain 

Preserve for planting (Photo 1). This year, the nursery is also excited to partner with the Master 

Gardener Foundation for the spring plant sale. A few Salish Seeds Project species including great 

camas (Camassia leichtlinii), chocolate lily (Fritillaria affinis), and broadleaf sedum (Sedum 

spathulifolium) will be potted and sold. Orders are happening online through March 11.    

  

 

 

https://theorcasonian.com/be-on-the-watch-great-backyard-bird-count-will-soon-celebrate-its-25th-anniversary/
https://sanjuanupdate.com/2022/02/master-gardener-foundation-plant-sale-continues/
https://sanjuanupdate.com/2022/02/master-gardener-foundation-plant-sale-continues/


DISTRICT 1 

Staff: Doug McCutchen, Charlie Behnke, Jacob Wagner, Shauna Barrows 

Beaverton Marsh: SJC Environmental Health reached out after they received complaints from 

neighbors in Hillview Terrace about a strong smell of sulphur. Staff investigated and found that 

the smell was concentrated near the outlet of Roche Harbor Road. A stringy tan-brown algae was 

noted covering vegetation and Charlie is following up with Environmental Health with the 

suggestion to test for fecal coliform bacteria to rule out septic issues with the presumption at this 

point it is an unusual natural event. The Islands Conservation Corps (ICC) assisted with trail 

work, continued cleanup of the cabin, and helped to control noxious weeds (Photo 2). Karen 

Vedder is assisting with permits and crafting a MOU between the Land Bank and Island Rec for 

parking. 

Cady Mountain: Lincoln and Doug continue to work on finding a mutually beneficial resolution 

to the recent encroachment. Doug had an encounter with a neighbor who is upset with restoration 

activities. The neighbor stated intent to physically alter practices. A short time later woody debris 

was found dumped in fenced golden paintbrush plots. Staff are following up on this issue.  

Kellett Bluff: As has been mentioned in previous reports, the Suquamish Tribe filed an 

objection to the mooring buoy application. After speaking with the Tribal Attorney, it is possible 

the objection will be dropped, most likely with some additional MOU between the Tribe and the 

County to create an arrangement for mediating impacts should the mooring buoy be determined 

to interfere with Tribal treaty rights in the future. A general response to the objection, and the 

offer to work with Tribe on siting and management, was sent to the Army Corps of Engineers to 

keep the process moving forward.  

Mount Grant: A neighbor reported motorcycle activity. Jacob responded and found tracks from 

1-2 motorcycles that traversed from Newt Pond to the Preserve’s western boundary. The 

motorcycles left deep ruts in many riparian areas and around rocky balds. Debris was placed at 

the likely entrance point and throughout the damaged area. More debris will be moved across the 

area to discourage future access (Photo 3).  

Third Lagoon: A small flock of Green-winged teal, the smallest dabbling ducks in North 

America, are whistling around the lagoon and performing displays of courtship (Photo 4). Staff 



received a call from a Cape San Juan resident reporting hunting of seabirds from the water near 

the Preserve. The resident was referred to WDFW, but there is a hunting season for several of 

these species and it does not appear watercraft were launched from the Preserve.    

Zylstra Lake: The ICC spent a day assessing and helping initiate restoration efforts in the SE 

corner of the upper lake, which drains from Emmerling Lake. The ICC, which has a strong 

learning component, surveyed the site, established boundaries, and removed an old fence. Water 

quality testing by UW revealed this area to have high nutrient levels, and staff are researching 

mycoremediation, using beneficial fungi to degrade or sequester contaminants, and beaver dam 

analogs as possible options to restore wetland function, which slow and filter water.    

 DISTRICT 2 

Staff: Peter Guillozet, Kayla Seaforth 

Coffelt Farm: Revisions were made to the long-term lease documents and submitted to the 

review committee. The farm’s steel irrigation tank rusted out and the plan is currently to replace 

it with a smaller plastic tank. Peter continues to pursue both minor and major infrastructure 

maintenance, slowly.  

Coho: A cross-boundary approach to improve habitat from salmon and other species has been 

hatched! As envisioned, the restoration project will include felling conifers that are rooted on the 

neighbor’s property directly into the Preserve and Cascade Creek. The addition of large woody 

debris into streams helps create complexity in the channel, such as pools, and retain gravel 

substrate. Both these features are especially important to the life cycle of salmonids. The project, 

if funded, also aims to enhance and diversify native forest cover in the project area and proposes 

extensive planting.  

Turtleback Mountain: Repairs to the South Trail and its parking area are complete. Peter 

drafted a contract to have a broader assessment of the Preserve’s roads and culverts, and it is 

currently out for signatures. The ICC and Rain Shadow Consulting are making good progress 

within the forest management demonstration projects (Photo 6). Shauna and Erin traveled over to 

burn piles, and Kayla led the ICC crew in planting approximately 7,500 native plant plugs into 

areas where piles were burned and/or Himalayan blackberry or other weeds were cleared (Photo 

7). Native seed has also been spread in burned areas.  



DISTRICT 3 

Staff: Amanda Wedow 

Channel: Eight volunteers came together on a lovely Friday afternoon to witness wave energy 

from the San Juan Channel, walk along the cobble shore, and stoop to remove marine debris. The 

hearty group focused on materials within the wrackline, the area where organic material like 

uprooted kelp and seagrasses get deposited at high tide, and they filled a large garbage bag with 

microplastics and foam. This is a huge accomplishment, and a meaningful way to protect the 

pristine intertidal zone as well as the wildlife that consider it home. Thank you! (Photos 8-9).     

FB Spit: Road Maintenance and drainage improvements were completed by Flower Mountain 

Tree Services.  

Hummel Lake: Three people attended last month’s bird walk. Two people were long-time 

Lopezians who utilized the opportunity to make their very first visit to Hummel Lake! The 

morning was frosty, but the lake was still busy with both diving and dabbling ducks. The species 

list includes: Common and hooded mergansers; Lesser scaup; Ring-billed ducks; Mallards; 

Buffleheads; and Cormorants.  

Lopez Hill: Tim Clark came to help clear the trails of fallen trees. Lincoln recently drafted a trail 

easement for the Lopez Community Land Trust in the area of the 2021 addition, and Amanda has 

a meeting with members of the Lopez Community Trail Network to review a potential trail re-

alignment.  

Spencer Spit: Eliza visited the property in preparation for writing an ecological assessment.  

Watmough: Amanda is hosting staff from across districts at our first acquisition of the year, 

which is currently being called ‘Watmough Addition’ as per the Preserve Naming Policy. 

 

https://www.lopezclt.org/
http://www.lopeztrails.org/


Photos 

 
Photo 1. Roughly half of the 7,500 plugs destined for Turtleback this winter 
 

 
Photo 2. Doug working his magic on a trail alignment at Beaverton Marsh 



 
Photo 3. Motorcycle tracks at Mount Grant Preserve.  
  

 
Photo 4. Green-winged teal at Third Lagoon 
 



 
Photo 5. Stonebridge Terrill Preserve exhibits wetland microtopography, or small-scale variation in structure. The 
high points are commonly called “hummocks” and the low points are called “hollows”. This is a key ecological 
component of the Preserve’s once extensive (and still large) wetlands.  
 
 

 
Photo 5. Thinning and chipping in progress on south Turtleback demonstration project. 



 
Photo 6. Bits of biochar on Turtleback 
 

Photo 7. Volunteers at the Channel Preserve beach clean-up  

 



 
Photo 8. Foam and plastic in the buckets, and not in the bellies of birds and mammals!  
 

 

 

 


